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majority, evidently dominated by the one desire to get as
- ^quickly as possible to the forest, were rushing straight
ahead, taking no notice of the occasional bursts of machine-
gun fire.
" Catch them up! Give them the whip! " Gregor
Shouted, his eyes squinting with fury. He was the first to
send his horse flying in chase of his own fellow villagers.
Christonia was jogging along last of all, limping away in
a monstrous dancing shamble. While fishing the previous
evening he had cut his heel badly on a reed, so he could not
run with all the spirit peculiar to his long legs. His whip
raised high above his head, Gregor caught up with him.
Hearing the sound of horse-hoofs, Christonia looked round
and perceptibly increased his speed.
" Where are you running . . . ? Stop ! Stop, 'I tell you ! "
Gregor vainly shouted.
But Christonia had no thought of stopping. He put on
a still greater spurt, and broke into a queer sort of shambling
camel gallop.
Then the infuriated Gregor hoarsely roared a terrible
curse, whooped to his horse and, drawing level, with a
feeling of deep satisfaction brought his whip down on
Christonia's sweaty back. Christonia howled under the
blow, took one monstrous side leap, rather like a hare's
twist, sat down on the ground, and slowly and carefully felt
his back.
The cossacks accompanying Gregor galloped ahead of the
fleeing men, halting them, but did not bring their whips
'into action.
" Flog them . . . ! Flog them I " Gregor shouted hoarsely,
shaking his ornamented whip. His horse twisted under him,
reared, and refused to go on. Mastering it with difficulty,
he galloped up to the men running in front. As he tore past
he momentarily saw Stepan Astakhov halted by a bush,
silently smiling ; he saw Anikushka double up with laughter
and fold his hands into a trumpet, to scream in a piercing,
womanish voice:
" Brothers ! Every man for himself ! The Reds I Ah !
Seize them ! "
Gregor dashed after yet another villager dressed in a
padded jerkin, who was running inexhaustibly and nimbly.